Chapter VI
THE EVOLUTION OF THE CURRICULUM
** We must preserve that union which is our strength, a union resting upon the
singleness of our gi"\ upon agreement as to principles and upon the essentially
religious, philosophical and literary character of our education. . . . If we want to
accomplish our fo^ we must remain ourselves/*
THESE lines, written by Reverend Mother Stuart in a letter
of 1912, are quoted in the introduction to the latest edition
of the Society's Plan of Studies. They may be said to form
the theme of this chapter.
From its origins the Society of the Sacred Heart pre-
sented itself as a definite entity, having as a Teaching Order
a personality conscious of its aims, its methods, and its
principles, preoccupied about the consistency and con-
tinuity of its action.1 Spreading rapidly and coming to
maturity in a time of change and of new educational
developments, the Order might have contented itself with
merely multiplying schools which would each meet the
needs of its particular locality and take therefrom its
characteristic features.
That nothing was farther from the intention of the
foundress can be seen from her private correspondence,
from the letters which she was accustomed to send out
from time to time to the whole Society, and from the various
editions of the Plan of Studies* Traced first in a manuscript
draft dating from the first days in Amiens, this plan appears
already in coherent shape in the printed programme of
x8oy,f is drawn up afresh in 1820, amplified and reprinted
again in 1835 and 1850. In the 'sixties, and again in the
1 la her earty letters Mothe* Barat frequently asks the nuns to copy the Rufes
and Syllabuses and send them to a new foundation. See Lettns Cboisks, vol. i,
p, 35 (To Mother Duchesac).
1 See abo?ie, Chap. HI.
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